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HR 218 would request that the residents of the Volcano area in Puna be included in a
Department of Health survey of the possible health effects of geothermal development on
Hawaii. This statement on the resolution does not reflect an institutional position of the
University of Hawaii.
There is no question that residents in the Volcano area are exposed to volcanic
emissions including those of hydrogen sulfide, the only air pollutant explicitly recognized
in the resolution; and the proposed survey of the health effects of these emissions is well
warranted. However, evidence from air pollution studies in the area indicate that the
contribution of existing geothermal developments to the hydrogen sulfide concentrations
in the atmosphere are insignificant compared with the natural contributions from Kilauea
Volcano. With appropriate controls, the contributions from planned geothermal wells
should also be insignificant. From the results of the proposed health survey it will be
impossible to attribute such health effects of volcanic emissions as may be found in the
proposed survey to particular sources. Considering the results of the air pollutantion
studies, it would be irrational to attribute them to the geothermal wells.
Of equal or greater health concern than the hydrogen sulfide concentrations in the
atmosphere are sulfur dioxide and mercury concentrations. The geothermal wells make
essentially no contribution to these concentrations.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
